Christ Church Cathedral, Mobile, Alabama
Holy Communion of the Simple Presence:

The Eve of Ascension Day

Wednesday, May 13, 2026
5:15 p.m.

We invite you to participate in the worship of God. Our service is Enriching Our Worship. For ease of use, this booklet contains the congregational portions
of the liturgy and service music. Congregational responses are printed in bold. Hymn numbers refer to The Hymnal 1982. Lesson and Gospel texts are
taken from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible.  This year, when appropriate, the lessons for this service will commemorate Saints of the
Episcopal Church.

Welcome

The Word of God
The Collect of the Day

Celebrant: 'The Lord be with you.

People:  And also with you.

Celebrant:  Let us pray.

Almighty God, whose blessed Son our Savior Jesus Christ ascended far above all heavens that he might fill all
things: Mercifully give us faith to perceive that, according to his promise, he abides with his Church on earth,
even to the end of the ages; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, in glory everlasting. Amen



The Lessons

First Reading: Acts 1:1-11

Reader: A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the beginning until the day when
he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had
chosen. After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, appearing to them
during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. While staying with them, he ordered them not to
leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the Father. “This,” he said, “is what you have heard from
me; for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” So
when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you will restore the kingdom to
Israel?”” He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority.
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in
Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” When he had said this, as they were
watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. While he was going and they were gazing
up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you
stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the
same way as you saw him go into heaven.”

Reader: ~ The Word of the Lord.

People:  'Thanks be to God.

Psalm 93 Dominus regnavit Please read in unison. BCP 722

1

The Lord is King;
he has put on splendid apparel; *
the Lord has put on his apparel
and girded himself with strength.
He has made the whole world so sure *
that it cannot be moved;
Ever since the world began, your throne has been established; *
you are from everlasting.
The waters have lifted up, O Lord,
the waters have lifted up their voice; *
the waters have lifted up their pounding waves.
Mightier than the sound of many waters,
mightier than the breakers of the sea, *
mightier is the Lord who dwells on high.
Your testimonies are very sure, *
and holiness adorns your house, O Lord,
for ever and for evermore.

Silence.

The Holy Gospel: Luke 24:44-53

Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.

People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said to his disciples, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you—that everything
written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.” Then he opened their
minds to understand the scriptures, and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to
rise from the dead on the third day, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name
to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. And see, I am sending upon you
what my Father promised; so stay here in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.” Then



he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed them. While he was blessing them, he
withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven. And they worshiped him, and returned to Jerusalem with
great joy; and they were continually in the temple blessing God.

Celebrant:  The Gospel of the Lord.

People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Meditation

Silence.

The Prayers of the People: Form I The leader and people pray responsively. BCP 385

Celebrant: | ask your prayers for God’s people throughout the world; for our Bishop, Russell; for this gathering;
and for all ministers and people.
Pray for the Church.

Silence.

I ask your prayers for peace; for goodwill among nations; and for the well-being of all people.
Pray for justice and peace.

Silence.

I ask your prayers for the poor, the sick, the hungry, the oppressed, and those in prison.
Pray for those in any need or trouble.

Silence.

I ask your prayers for all who seek God, or a deeper knowledge of him.

Pray that they may find and be found by him.

Silence.

I ask your prayers for the departed.

Pray for those who have died.

Silence.

Praise God for those in every generation in whom Christ has been honored.

Pray that we may have grace to glorify Christ in our own day.

Silence.

Confession of Sin BCP 360

Celebrant:  Letus confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Celebrant and People:

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.



Celebrant:

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness,
and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The Peace

Celebrant:  The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People: And also with you.

The Holy Communion

The Offertory

The Great Thdnksgmng Eucharistic Prayer A BCP 361

Celebrant: ' The Lord be with you.

People:  And also with you.

Celebrant:  Lift up your hearts.

People:  We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant: - Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Celebrant: It 1s right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every-where to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, through your dearly beloved Son Jesus Christ our Lord. After his
glorious resurrection he openly appeared to his disciples, and in their sight ascended into heaven, to prepare a
place for us; that where he is, there we might also be, and reign with him in glory. Therefore we praise you,
joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this
hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Sanctus BCP 362

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.

Celebrant:

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin and
become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our
human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for
the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had
given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Celebrant and People:

Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.
Celebrant :

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling
his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.



Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and
drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament,
and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of
your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen.
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

The Lord’s Prayer BCP 364
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Fraction Anthem BCP 364

Celebrant: - Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People:  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Post Communion Prayer BCP 365
Celebrant:
Let us pray.
Celebrant and People:
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our
Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with
gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Blessing
Dismussal






CATHEDRAL NOTES

>

SERVICE, OF THE SIMPLE PRESENCE,

SUMMER HIATUS

The final spring service will be held on Wednesday, May 20.
The service will resume on Wednesday, August 19.

X

CATHEDRAL OFFICE SUMMER HOURS

Beginning on Friday May 22, the Cathedral office will be closed on Fridays.
We will return to regular Friday 9:00 a.m. to noon opening on Friday, August 7.



X
Mimnisters For Today

Celebrant .......cvvvoeeceveieeeeeeeeeeseesesessseesssssesssssssesssseeees The Very Reverend Beverly F. Gibson
Alar GUIL oo Barbara Archer, Skip Archer, Linda Grill

MK

CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL
CATHEDRAL OF THE DIOCESE OF THE CENTRAL GULF COAST

The Right Reverend J. Russell Kendrick, Bishop
The Very Reverend Beverly F. Gibson, Ph.D., Rector and Dean
The Reverend Thomas K. Heard, Priest A ssociate
The Reverend Pratt Paterson, Deacon
Dr. Joshua H. Coble, Organist and Choirmaster
Mollie A. Adams, Cantor
Andy R. Palileo, A udio-Visual Specialist
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