
Fall Bible Study 
October 13, 2020 
Abraham, Sarah, and God 
 
Many great biblical stories lie between last week’s lesson and this: the 
growth of the descendants of Adam and God’s regret at the flourishing of 
evil; Noah and the Flood; the development of Noah’s descendants; the 
Tower of Babel. We move on this week to the story of Abraham and Sarah 
and God’s establishment of their descendants as “God’s people.” This is the 
beginning of our own becoming God’s people. 
 
The readings for this week focus on the major elements of their story: God 
calls Abram and Sarai, late in life, to a new land (Genesis 12:1-8); God 
promises them descendants as numerous as the stars and makes a covenant 
with Abram (Genesis 15); Isaac is born to Sarah and Abraham (Genesis 
21:1-7); and, God tests Abraham’s trust by asking him to sacrifice Isaac, 
after which he receives a second blessing (Genesis 22:1-19). 
 
 This great story about one couple and their family builds the idea of 
“covenant” between God and the people of God. It institutes the pattern of 
God’s “call” to God’s people to go out from the familiar and grow into the 
people God desires. It sets the standard for trust and obedience as the 
fundamental attitude of God’s people.  
 
Questions for Reflection: 

1. What is the “righteousness” that God and Abraham recognize in each 
other? 

2. What is the pattern this story sets for God’s promises and their 
fulfillment? 

3. How does this story elaborate the nature of “sacrifice”? 
 
In the Episcopal Tradition: 

 The story of the Akedah—as the sacrifice of Isaac is called in 
Judaism—is told in Lent and on Maundy Thursday in order to make 
the connection between the sacrifice of Isaac and God’s sacrifice of 
his only Son.  

 Paul in his letters makes frequent references to Abraham, his 
“adoption,” his “righteousness,” and the great heritage into which we 
are all welcomed.  
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