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We extend a warm welcome to all visitors.  

A gentle reminder: please turn off all electronic devices before the service. 
Sound enhancement receivers for the hearing impaired are available. Please see an usher. 

 

Organ Prelude  

Open Hymn      Cwm Rhondda 
 God of grace and God of glory  Hymnal 594  

God of grace and God of glory, on thy people pour thy power; 
crown thine ancient Church’s story; bring her bud to glorious flower. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, for the facing of this hour, for the facing of this hour. 
 

Lo! the hosts of evil round us scorn thy Christ, assail his ways! 
From the fears that long have bound us free our hearts to faith and praise: 

grant us wisdom, grant us courage for the living of these days, for the living of these days. 
 

Cure thy children’s warring madness, bend our pride to thy control; 
shame our wanton, selfish gladness, rich in things and poor in soul. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, lest we miss thy kingdom’s goal, lest we miss thy kingdom’s goal. 
 

Save us from weak resignation to the evils we deplore; 
let the gift of thy salvation be our glory evermore. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, serving thee whom we adore, serving thee whom we adore. 

The Invitatory and Psalter   BCP 63 
All stand 

Officiant:  O God, make speed to save us. 
People:  O Lord, make haste to help us. 
Officiant and people: 

 Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be 
 for ever. Amen. Alleluia. 

 

The Order of St. John Evensong:   
The Eve of the Nativity of St. John the Baptist   

 

Thursday, June 23, 2022 
 

Evening Prayer:  Rite I 
Six o’clock in the evening 

 
Christ Church Cathedral 

Mobile, Alabama 

We invite you to participate in the worship of God. Our service is the Evening Prayer: Rite I  in The Book of Common Prayer. For ease of use, this booklet contains the 
congregational portions of the liturgy and service music. Congregational responses are printed in bold. Hymn numbers refer to The Hymnal 1982. Page numbers refer to the 
Prayer Book for those wishing to use it. Lesson and Gospel texts are taken from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible.  



Quartet: O Gracious Light Phos hilaron  Hymnal S-59 
O gracious Light, 

pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven, 
O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed! 

 

Now as we come to the setting of the sun, 
and our eyes behold the vesper light, 

we sing thy praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 

Thou are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices, 
O Son of God, O Giver of life, 

and to be glorified through all the worlds.  

Psalm 103:1-17  Benedic, anima mea  Please read responsively by whole verse.   BCP 733 
1 Bless the Lord, O my soul, * 
  and all that is within me, bless his holy name. 
2 Bless the Lord, O my soul, * 
  and do not forget all his benefits. 
3 He forgives all your sins * 
  and heals all your infirmities; 
4 He redeems your life from the grave * 
  and crowns you with mercy and loving-kindness; 
5 He satisfies you with good things, * 
  and your youth is renewed like the eagle’s. 
6 The Lord executes righteousness * 
  and judgement for all who are oppressed. 
7 He made known his ways to Moses, * 
  and his works to the children of Israel. 
8 The Lord is full of compassion and mercy, * 
  slow to anger and of great kindness. 
9 He will not always accuse us, * 
  nor will he keep his anger forever. 
10 He has not dealt with us according to our sins, * 
  nor rewarded us according to our wickedness. 
11 For as the heavens are high above the earth, * 
  so is his mercy great upon those who fear him. 
12 As far as the east is from the west, * 
  so far has he removed our sins from us. 
13 As a father cares for his children, * 
  so does the Lord care for those who fear him. 
14 For he himself knows whereof we are made; * 
  he remembers that we are but dust. 
15 Our days are like the grass; * 
  we flourish like a flower of the field; 
16 When the wind goes over it, it is gone, * 
  and its place shall know it no more. 
17 But the merciful goodness of the Lord endures for ever on those who fear him, * 
  and his righteousness on children’s children. 
 Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
  as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 



The Lessons  
First Reading:  Malachi 4:1-6 

Reader: A Reading from the Prophet Malachi. 
See, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all evildoers will be stubble; the day that 
comes shall burn them up, says the Lord of hosts, so that it will leave them neither root nor branch. But for you 
who revere my name the sun of righteousness shall rise, with healing in its wings. You shall go out leaping like 
calves from the stall. And you shall tread down the wicked, for they will be ashes under the soles of your feet, 
on the day when I act, says the Lord of hosts.  Remember the teaching of my servant Moses, the statutes and 
ordinances that I commanded him at Horeb for all Israel.  Lo, I will send you the prophet Elijah before the great 
and terrible day of the Lord comes. He will turn the hearts of parents to their children and the hearts of children 
to their parents, so that I will not come and strike the land with a curse. 
Reader:  The Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 

Canticle 3: The Song of Mary  Luke 1:46-55 Magnificat   Hymnal S-185 

My soul doth magnify the Lord, 
and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior. 

For he hath regarded 
the lowliness of his handmaiden. 

For behold from henceforth 
all generations shall call me blessed. 

For he that is mighty hath magnified me, 
and holy is his Name. 

And his mercy is on them that fear him 
throughout all generations. 

He hath showed strength with his arm; 
he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 

He hath put down the mighty from their seat, 
and hath exalted the humble and meek. 

He hath filled the hungry with good things, 
and the rich he hath sent empty away. 

He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel, 
as he promised to our forefathers, 
Abraham and his seed for ever. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

Second Reading:  Matthew 11:2-11 

Reader: A Reading from the Gospel according to Matthew. 
When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples and said to him, “Are you 
the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear 
and see: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, 
and the poor have good news brought to them. And blessed is anyone who takes no offence at me.”  As they 
went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to look at? 
A reed shaken by the wind? What then did you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who 
wear soft robes are in royal palaces. What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than 
a prophet.  This is the one about whom it is written, ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will 
prepare your way before you.’  Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than John 
the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.” 
Reader:  The Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 



Canticle 5: The Song of Simeon Luke 2:29-32 Nunc dimittis  Hymnal S-196 

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, 
according to thy word; 

For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, 
which thou hast prepared before the face of all people, 

To be a light to lighten the Gentiles, 
and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

The Homily   The Reverend Dr. Roy Martin 

The Apostles’ Creed 
Officiant and People together, all standing. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth; 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; 
 who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
 born of the Virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, dead, and buried. 
 He descended into hell. 
 The third day he rose again from the dead. 
 He ascended into heaven, 
 and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
 From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost, 
 the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The Prayers 
The people stand or kneel 

Officiant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And with thy spirit. 
Officiant: Let us pray.  



The Lord’s Prayer  BCP 67 
Officiant and People: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy Name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

Suffrages A  BCP 67 
V. O Lord, show thy mercy upon us; 
R. And grant us thy salvation. 
V. Endue thy ministers with righteousness; 
R. And make thy chosen people joyful. 
V. Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
R. For only in thee can we live in safety. 
V. Lord, keep this nation under thy care; 
R. And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 
V. Let thy way be known upon earth; 
R. Thy saving health among all nations. 
V. Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 
R. Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 
V. Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
R. And sustain us with thy Holy Spirit. 

Officiant:  The Lord be with you. 
People:  And with thy spirit. 
Officiant:  Let us pray. 

Collect of the Day  BCP 190 
Almighty God, by whose providence thy servant John the Baptist was wonderfully born, and sent to prepare 
the way of thy Son our Savior by preaching repentance: Make us so to follow his doctrine and holy life, that 
we may truly repent according to his preaching; and after his example constantly speak the truth, boldly 
rebuke vice, and patiently suffer for the truth’s sake; through the same thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Collect for Peace 
O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do proceed: Give unto thy servants 
that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that 
by thee, we, being defended from the fear of all enemies, may pass our time in rest and quietness; through the 
merits of Jesus Christ our Savior.  Amen.  



The General Thanksgiving     BCP 71 
Officiant and People:   
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we thine unworthy servants 
do give thee most humble and hearty thanks 
for all thy goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all men. 
We bless thee for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for thine inestimable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ, 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we beseech thee, 
give us that due sense of all thy mercies, 
that our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful; 
and that we show forth thy praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to thy service, 
and by walking before thee 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, 
be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen. 

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom 
Officiant and People:     BCP 72 
Almighty God, who hast given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common supplication unto 
thee, and hast promised through thy well-beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in his 
Name thou wilt be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, the desires and petitions of thy servants as may 
be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of thy truth, and in the world to come life everlasting. 
Amen. 

Closing Hymn    St. Clement 
  The day thou gavest   Hymnal 24 

The day thou gavest, Lord, is ended, 
the darkness falls at thy behest; 

to thee our morning hymns ascended, 
thy praise shall sanctify our rest. 

 

We thank thee that thy Church, unsleeping 
while earth rolls onward into light, 

through all the world her watch is keeping, 
and rests not now by day or night. 

 

As o’er each continent and island 
the dawn leads on another day, 

the voice of prayer is never silent, 
nor dies the strain of praise away. 

 

So be it, Lord; thy throne shall never, 
like earth’s proud empires, pass away; 

thy kingdom stands, and grows for ever, 
till all thy creatures own thy sway. 
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Music for the service is from The Hymnal 1982, © 1985 The Church Pension Fund. All rights reserved. Used by permission requested from Church Publishing 
Incorporated, New York, NY. 

Hymnal 594: Words: Harry Emerson Fosdick (1878-1969), alt. By permission of the author. Music: Cwm Rhondda, John Hughes (1873-1932). 

Hymnal S-59: Setting: Mode 2 melody, centonized Bruce E. Ford (b. 1947) and James McGregor (b. 1930). Melody © 1985, Bruce E. Ford. 

Hymnal S-185: Setting: Mode 8 antiphon; adapt. Bruce E. Ford (b.1947). Plainsong, Tone 8 (Solemn); adapt. Charles Winfred Douglas (1867-1944), alt. 

Hymnal S-196: Setting: Mode 7 antiphon; adapt. Bruce E. Ford (b. 1947). Plainsong, Tone 7; adapt. The Standing Commission on Church Music, 1979. Antiphon © 
1985, Bruce E. Ford. 

Hymnal 24: Words: John Ellerton (1826-1893). Music: St. Clement, Clement Cottevill Scholefield (1839-1904). 

Concluding Versicle  BCP 72 
Officiant: Let us bless the Lord.   
People: Thanks be to God.   

Concluding Sentence  BCP 72 
Officiant: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Ghost, be 
 with us all evermore. Amen.  2 Corinthians 13:14 

Organ Postlude   
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MINISTERS FOR TODAY 

Officiant ........................................................................... The Reverend George Riggall, CStJ 

Preacher ..................................................................... The Reverend Dr. Roy A. Martin, MStJ 

First Reader .................................................................................. Mr. Richard Mitchell, CStJ 

Second Reader ............................................................................ Ms. Elizabeth Stevens, OStJ 

Organist ............................................................................................... Ms. Elizabeth A. Bemis 

Vocal Ensemble ........................................................ Mrs. Mollie Adams, Mr. Devin Burton, 
 ....................................................................................................... Ms. Mary-Bradley Knighton 

Crucifer .............................................................................................. Mr. Clayton Ryan,  OStJ 

Usher ............................................................................................ Mr. Douglas Kearley,  OStJ 
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CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL 

CATHEDRAL OF THE DIOCESE OF THE CENTRAL GULF COAST 
  

The Right Reverend J. Russell Kendrick, Bishop 
The Very Reverend Beverly F. Gibson, Ph.D., Rector and Dean 

The Reverend Eric J. Zubler, Clergy Associate to the Dean 
Elizabeth A. Bemis, Organist and Music Director 

Mollie A. Adams, Cantor  
Andy R. Palileo, Audio-Visual Specialist  
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