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Good morning. I’m Bragg Van Antwerp. Somewhere here today are my wife Hayley and our four children, 
Thomas, Emory, Charles and Frances.  
 
I was baptized here and confirmed here. I hunted Easter Eggs right outside. Two of our children were also 
baptized here. Recently, I was asked to join the Vestry, and I am looking forward to serving. In short, Christ 
Church has been a part of my life for as long as I can remember, and I plan for it to be a part of my family’s 
lives for a long time to come.  
 
This is an incredibly special place. Hayley and I have loved watching our children become more engaged, 
playing their own roles in the church, and discovering what it means to them. We want them to know that, 
no matter what, in good times or in bad times, Christ Church is a second “home” for them, and a safe place 
in times of trouble or danger.  
 
Beverly asked me to speak today about stewardship and about giving. And while what I want to say certainly 
applies to everyone, I want to really make sure that my fellow “young” members are listening (or maybe I 
should say my fellow “middle aged” members since I’m now 44 years old!).   
 
I did not know until talking to Beverly that almost 90% of our church’s operating budget comes from 
stewardship – from giving. Think about that for a moment. What this means is that without the funds that 
the church receives from all of us each year, it cannot operate.  
 
So when we are asked to make a pledge, it isn’t for some sort of endowment, or for long-term plans that 
may or may not come to fruition. In fact, when we are asked to give, it is so that the lights turn on, and so 
that we can pay our amazing clergy and staff. Put simply, without each of us, there is no Christ Church 
Cathedral.  
 
Like all of you, my family and I have ambitious goals for our church. And we are seeing some of those goals 
become realities. Our youth program is stronger than ever, and this, for obvious reasons, is very important 
to my family. But while we all have our own visions for Christ Church and for what we want it to be, if we 
don’t all do our part through stewardship, Christ Church can’t even be what it already is.  
 
So, as we look to the future, don’t forget that we are the future. And as we all think about our hopes and 
dreams for Christ Church, we can’t lose sight of the one common thread that unites them all: the need to 
establish a solid fiscal foundation. This is what will allow us to continue to do all the good things we already 
do, but also what will ultimately give us the resources to continue our growth and development.  
 
In closing, I want to challenge all of you, but I especially want to challenge those of us who are under the 
age of 50. My challenge to you is to dig deep. First and foremost, make a pledge. Without a pledge, it is 
difficult for Beverly and the team to establish a budget each year. But beyond making a pledge, push 
yourselves to give generously – even if it feels like it may be a stretch. It is time for us, as younger members, 
to take on more responsibility for our church’s fiscal health. It is our turn to step up and to have some “skin 
in the game.” And in doing so, we can ensure that what we have today continues, and that what we want for 
the future will become a reality. Thank you. 


