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Good morning. I am Carl Cunningham Jr. I am the son of Audrey and Carl Cunningham Sr.  

 

My family has been a part of the Episcopal Church for over 100 years. I was baptized and confirmed at The 
Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd in Mobile, Alabama. I was recently nominated to the Christ Church 
Vestry, and I am looking forward to serving.  

 

I first attended Christ Church in the fall of 2002 when I returned home to accept a position at the University of 
South Alabama.  I counted 50 people in church on that Sunday. I can remember Carolyn Jeffers introducing 
herself to me immediately following service and I appreciated her welcoming spirit. I returned to Christ Church 
for Christmas Eve Mass in 2002. The music was beautiful, the service was grand, and the people were 
welcoming. This is the church I wanted to call home. As a result of attending Christ Church, my parents and 
several of my cousins are members of Christ Church.  

 

Christ Church has truly been a Godsend to my family and I.  I have personally enjoyed the book club readings, 
being a part of the Baptized for Life Ministry, teaching Sunday School, and participating in the various outreach 
ministries such as our collaboration with the MOB Pacers and the support we give to the young men in the 
Mobile Kappa League Program, just to name a few. In regards to the young men in the Kappa League program, 
Christ Church has become a safe space for them. During the height of the pandemic last summer, in the midst 
of racial tension, and a heated election, I asked Beverly if I should ask the young men in the Kappa League 
program if they needed any special prayers or even to be baptized.  Without hesitation, Beverly stated, “By all 
means you should.” As a result of me asking, the president of the Mobile Kappa League then, William Coleman 
stated, “I have never been a member of a church Mr. Carl. I want to become a member of Christ Church. I want 
to be baptized and confirmed.” This past spring, William was baptized and confirmed.  

 

Almost 90% of our church’s operating budget comes from stewardship (your giving). Your giving, our giving, is 
vital to continue the ministry of Christ Church Cathedral in our community. There are many William Coleman’s 
in our community who are looking for a place to call home, a place to bring their children, a place to connect to 
the wider community, and a place to worship God. Your pledge makes all these things possible. I want to 
challenge all of you, but I especially would like to challenge those of us who are under the age of 50 to make a 
pledge. Those of us who have made previous pledges, I am asking that we dig a little deeper. Christ Church is a 
special nurturing and worshipping place. Your pledge will ensure what we have today will continue as well as 
provide support for future endeavors.  Thank you.  


