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The Conversion of Saul 

9 Meanwhile Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the 
high priest 2and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any who 

belonged to the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 3Now as he was 
going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 4He fell 
to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, ‘Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?’ 5He asked, 
‘Who are you, Lord?’ The reply came, ‘I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. 6But get up and enter 
the city, and you will be told what you are to do.’ 7The men who were travelling with him stood 
speechless because they heard the voice but saw no one. 8Saul got up from the ground, and though 
his eyes were open, he could see nothing; so they led him by the hand and brought him into 
Damascus. 9For three days he was without sight, and neither ate nor drank. 

10 Now there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a vision, 
‘Ananias.’ He answered, ‘Here I am, Lord.’ 11The Lord said to him, ‘Get up and go to the street 
called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named Saul. At this moment he is 
praying, 12and he has seen in a vision a man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that 
he might regain his sight.’ 13But Ananias answered, ‘Lord, I have heard from many about this man, 
how much evil he has done to your saints in Jerusalem; 14and here he has authority from the chief 
priests to bind all who invoke your name.’ 15But the Lord said to him, ‘Go, for he is an instrument 
whom I have chosen to bring my name before Gentiles and kings and before the people of Israel; 16I 
myself will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my name.’ 17So Ananias went and 
entered the house. He laid his hands on Saul and said, ‘Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to 
you on your way here, has sent me so that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy 
Spirit.’ 18And immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, and his sight was restored. Then 
he got up and was baptized, 19and after taking some food, he regained his strength. 

Saul Preaches in Damascus 

For several days he was with the disciples in Damascus, 20and immediately he began to proclaim Jesus 
in the synagogues, saying, ‘He is the Son of God.’ 21All who heard him were amazed and said, ‘Is not 
this the man who made havoc in Jerusalem among those who invoked this name? And has he not 
come here for the purpose of bringing them bound before the chief priests?’ 22Saul became 
increasingly more powerful and confounded the Jews who lived in Damascus by proving that 
Jesus was the Messiah. 

Saul Escapes from the Jews 

23 After some time had passed, the Jews plotted to kill him, 24but their plot became known to Saul. 
They were watching the gates day and night so that they might kill him; 25but his disciples took him 
by night and let him down through an opening in the wall, lowering him in a basket. 



Saul in Jerusalem 

26 When he had come to Jerusalem, he attempted to join the disciples; and they were all afraid of him, 
for they did not believe that he was a disciple. 27But Barnabas took him, brought him to the apostles, 
and described for them how on the road he had seen the Lord, who had spoken to him, and how in 
Damascus he had spoken boldly in the name of Jesus. 28So he went in and out among them in 
Jerusalem, speaking boldly in the name of the Lord. 29He spoke and argued with the Hellenists; but 
they were attempting to kill him. 30When the believers learned of it, they brought him down to 
Caesarea and sent him off to Tarsus. 

31 Meanwhile the church throughout Judea, Galilee, and Samaria had peace and was built up. Living 
in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, it increased in numbers. 

 

The Healing of Aeneas 

32 Now as Peter went here and there among all the believers, he came down also to the saints living in 
Lydda. 33There he found a man named Aeneas, who had been bedridden for eight years, for he was 
paralysed. 34Peter said to him, ‘Aeneas, Jesus Christ heals you; get up and make your bed!’ And 
immediately he got up. 35And all the residents of Lydda and Sharon saw him and turned to the Lord. 

Peter in Lydda and Joppa 

36 Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which in Greek is Dorcas. She was 
devoted to good works and acts of charity. 37At that time she became ill and died. When they had 
washed her, they laid her in a room upstairs. 38Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, who heard 
that Peter was there, sent two men to him with the request, ‘Please come to us without delay.’ 39So 
Peter got up and went with them; and when he arrived, they took him to the room upstairs. All the 
widows stood beside him, weeping and showing tunics and other clothing that Dorcas had made while 
she was with them. 40Peter put all of them outside, and then he knelt down and prayed. He turned to 
the body and said, ‘Tabitha, get up.’ Then she opened her eyes, and seeing Peter, she sat up. 41He gave 
her his hand and helped her up. Then calling the saints and widows, he showed her to be alive. 42This 
became known throughout Joppa, and many believed in the Lord. 43Meanwhile he stayed in Joppa for 
some time with a certain Simon, a tanner. 

Timothy Joins Paul and Silas 

16Paul went on also to Derbe and to Lystra, where there was a disciple named Timothy, the son of a 
Jewish woman who was a believer; but his father was a Greek. 2He was well spoken of by the 
believers in Lystra and Iconium. 3Paul wanted Timothy to accompany him; and he took him and had 
him circumcised because of the Jews who were in those places, for they all knew that his father was a 
Greek. 4As they went from town to town, they delivered to them for observance the decisions that had 
been reached by the apostles and elders who were in Jerusalem. 5So the churches were strengthened in 
the faith and increased in numbers daily. 

Paul’s Vision of the Man of Macedonia 

6 They went through the region of Phrygia and Galatia, having been forbidden by the Holy Spirit to 
speak the word in Asia. 7When they had come opposite Mysia, they attempted to go into Bithynia, but 
the Spirit of Jesus did not allow them; 8so, passing by Mysia, they went down to Troas. 9During the 
night Paul had a vision: there stood a man of Macedonia pleading with him and saying, ‘Come over to 
Macedonia and help us.’ 10When he had seen the vision, we immediately tried to cross over to 
Macedonia, being convinced that God had called us to proclaim the good news to them. 



The Conversion of Lydia 

11 We set sail from Troas and took a straight course to Samothrace, the following day to 
Neapolis, 12and from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of Macedonia and a 
Roman colony. We remained in this city for some days. 13On the sabbath day we went outside the gate 
by the river, where we supposed there was a place of prayer; and we sat down and spoke to the 
women who had gathered there. 14A certain woman named Lydia, a worshipper of God, was listening 
to us; she was from the city of Thyatira and a dealer in purple cloth. The Lord opened her heart to 
listen eagerly to what was said by Paul. 15When she and her household were baptized, she urged us, 
saying, ‘If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come and stay at my home.’ And she 
prevailed upon us. 

Paul and Silas in Prison 

16 One day, as we were going to the place of prayer, we met a slave-girl who had a spirit of divination 
and brought her owners a great deal of money by fortune-telling. 17While she followed Paul and us, 
she would cry out, ‘These men are slaves of the Most High God, who proclaim to you a way of 
salvation.’ 18She kept doing this for many days. But Paul, very much annoyed, turned and said to the 
spirit, ‘I order you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.’ And it came out that very hour. 

19 But when her owners saw that their hope of making money was gone, they seized Paul and Silas 
and dragged them into the market-place before the authorities. 20When they had brought them before 
the magistrates, they said, ‘These men are disturbing our city; they are Jews 21and are advocating 
customs that are not lawful for us as Romans to adopt or observe.’ 22The crowd joined in attacking 
them, and the magistrates had them stripped of their clothing and ordered them to be beaten with 
rods. 23After they had given them a severe flogging, they threw them into prison and ordered the jailer 
to keep them securely. 24Following these instructions, he put them in the innermost cell and fastened 
their feet in the stocks. 

25 About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were 
listening to them. 26Suddenly there was an earthquake, so violent that the foundations of the prison 
were shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened and everyone’s chains were 
unfastened. 27When the jailer woke up and saw the prison doors wide open, he drew his sword and 
was about to kill himself, since he supposed that the prisoners had escaped. 28But Paul shouted in a 
loud voice, ‘Do not harm yourself, for we are all here.’ 29The jailer called for lights, and rushing in, he 
fell down trembling before Paul and Silas. 30Then he brought them outside and said, ‘Sirs, what must I 
do to be saved?’ 31They answered, ‘Believe on the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your 
household.’ 32They spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his house. 33At the same 
hour of the night he took them and washed their wounds; then he and his entire family were baptized 
without delay. 34He brought them up into the house and set food before them; and he and his entire 
household rejoiced that he had become a believer in God. 

35 When morning came, the magistrates sent the police, saying, ‘Let those men go.’ 36And the jailer 
reported the message to Paul, saying, ‘The magistrates sent word to let you go; therefore come out 
now and go in peace.’ 37But Paul replied, ‘They have beaten us in public, uncondemned, men who are 
Roman citizens, and have thrown us into prison; and now are they going to discharge us in secret? 
Certainly not! Let them come and take us out themselves.’ 38The police reported these words to the 
magistrates, and they were afraid when they heard that they were Roman citizens; 39so they came and 
apologized to them. And they took them out and asked them to leave the city. 40After leaving the 
prison they went to Lydia’s home; and when they had seen and encouraged the brothers and 
sisters there, they departed. 



1 Corinthians 12 

Spiritual Gifts 

12Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers and sisters, I do not want you to be uninformed. 2You 
know that when you were pagans, you were enticed and led astray to idols that could not 
speak. 3Therefore I want you to understand that no one speaking by the Spirit of God ever says ‘Let 
Jesus be cursed!’ and no one can say ‘Jesus is Lord’ except by the Holy Spirit. 

4 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5and there are varieties of services, but the same 
Lord; 6and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in every-
one. 7To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 8To one is given through 
the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge according to the same 
Spirit, 9to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10to another the 
working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the discernment of spirits, to another various 
kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 11All these are activated by one and the 
same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses. 

One Body with Many Members 

12 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, 
are one body, so it is with Christ. 13For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or 
Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 

14 Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many. 15If the foot were to say, ‘Because I 
am not a hand, I do not belong to the body’, that would not make it any less a part of the body. 16And 
if the ear were to say, ‘Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body’, that would not make it 
any less a part of the body. 17If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole 
body were hearing, where would the sense of smell be? 18But as it is, God arranged the members in 
the body, each one of them, as he chose. 19If all were a single member, where would the body be? 20As 
it is, there are many members, yet one body. 21The eye cannot say to the hand, ‘I have no need of 
you’, nor again the head to the feet, ‘I have no need of you.’ 22On the contrary, the members of the 
body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23and those members of the body that we think less 
honourable we clothe with greater honour, and our less respectable members are treated with greater 
respect; 24whereas our more respectable members do not need this. But God has so arranged the body, 
giving the greater honour to the inferior member, 25that there may be no dissension within the body, 
but the members may have the same care for one another. 26If one member suffers, all suffer together 
with it; if one member is honoured, all rejoice together with it. 

27 Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. 28And God has appointed in the 
church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers; then deeds of power, then gifts of healing, forms 
of assistance, forms of leadership, various kinds of tongues. 29Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are 
all teachers? Do all work miracles? 30Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all 
interpret? 31But strive for the greater gifts. And I will show you a still more excellent way. 


